,/  PROPOSITIONS 

OF  THE 

NATIONAL  REFORM  LEAGUE, 

FOR  THE 

PEACEFUL    REGENEBATION    OF    SOCIETY. 


Liberty  in  Right :    Equality  in  Law :  Fraternity  in  Interest, 


The  following  Resolutions  on  behalf  of  the  licagne,  were  unanimously 
passed  at  a  crowded  meeting  of  the  National  Regeneration  Society,  held  on 
the  16th  March,  1850,  in  the  large  theatre  of  the  Literary  Institution,  Lei- 
cester Square,  London,  on  the  motion  of  J.  Bronterre  ()*Brien,  seconded  by 
Richard  Hart;  they  have  also  received  the  assent  of  the  National  Charter 
Association,  and  the  Fraternal  Democrats,  and  have  been  carried  at  variousi 
public  meetings  : — 

"  This  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  in  addition  to  a  full,  fair,  and  free  repre- 
sentation of  the  whole  people  in  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament,  upon 
principles  the  same,  or  similar  to  those  laid  down  in  the  People's  Charter— the 
following  measures, — some  of  a  provisional,  the  others  of  a  permanent  nature, 
are  necessary  to  ensure  real  political  and  social  justice  to  the  oppressed  and 
sutler ing  population  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  protect  society  from  vio- 
lent revolutionary  changes  : — 

**  1.  A  repeal  of  our  present  wasteful  and  degrading  system  of  poor-laws, 
and  a  substitution  of  a  just  and  efficient  poor-law,  (based  upon  the  original 
Act  of  Elizabeth)  which  would  centralise  the  rates,  and  dispense  them  equi- 
tably and  economically  for  the  benelicial  employment  and  relief  of  the  destitute 
poor.  The  rates  to  be  levied  only  upon  the  owners  of  every  description  of 
realised  property.  The  employment  to  be  of  a  healthy,  useful,  and  reproductive 
kind,  so  as  to  render  the  poor  self-sustaining  and  self-respecting.  Till  such 
emplo)  ment  be  procured,  the  relief  of  the  poor  to  be,  in  all  cases,  promptly 
and  liberally  administered,  as  a  right,  and  not  grudgingly  doled  out  as  a  boon. 
The  relief  not  to  be  accompanied  with  obduracy,  insult,  imprisonment  in  the 
workhouses,  separation  of  married  couples,  the  breaking  up  of  families,  or 
any  such  other  harsh  and  degrading  conditions,  as,  under  the  present  system^ 
convert  relief  into  punishment,  and  treat  the  unhappy  applicant  ratlier  as  a 
convicted  criminal  than  as  (what  he  really  is)  the  victim  of  an  unjust  and 
vitiated  state  of  society.  ; 


*'  2  In  order  to  Ijohten  the  pressure  of  rates,  find  at  the  same  time,  ora- 
xluallv  to  diminish,  ami  liiially  to  absorb,/! lie  grovving  uiass  of  pauperism  and 
surplus  population,  it  is  the  dut^y  of  the  Government  to  appropriate  its  present 
fciirpliis  reveriue,  and  the  proceeds  of  national  or  public  property,  tu  the  pur- 
chasing of  lands,  and  the  location  thereon  of  the  unemployed  poor.  The  rents 
accruing-  from  these  lands  to  be  apj)lied  to  further  purchases  of  land,  till  all 
who  desired  to  occupy  land,  either  as  individual  holders,  or  industrial  com- 
muiiities,  might  be  eiiableid  to  do  so.  A  general  law,  empowering  parishes  to 
laise  loans  upon  the  security  of  their  rates,  would  greatly  facilitate  and  expe- 
<lite  the  operation  of  Government  towards  this  dcsiiable  end. 

**  3.  Pending  the  operations  of  these  measures,  it  is  desirable  to  mitigate 
ihc  burdens  of  taxation  and  of  public  and  private  indebtedness  upon  all  classes 
who  sufier  thereby, — the  more  especially  as  these  burdens  have  bet  n  vastty 
^iiggravated  by  tlie  recent  monetary  and  free  trade  measures  of  Sir  Hobert 
Peel.  To  tDis  end,  the  Public  Debt  and  all  private  indebtedness  aft'ected  by 
the  fall  of  prices  should  be  equitably  adjusted  in  favour  of  the  debtor  and 
productive  classes,  and  the  charges  of  Government  should  be  reduced  upon  a 
scale  corresponding  with  the  general  fall  of  prices,  and  of  wages.  And,  as 
what  is  improperly  called  the  National  Debt,  has  been  admitted,  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  bona,  tide  mortgage  upon  the 
lealised  property  of  the  country,  it  is  but  strict  justice  that  the  owners  of 
this  property,  and  they  only,  should  be  henceforward  held  responsible  for  both 
«:apital  and  interest.  At  all  events,  the  industrious  classes  shoidd  not  be  held 
imswerable  for  it,  seeing  the  debt  was  not  boriowed  by  them,  nor  for  them, 
nor  with  their  consent ;  and  that,  even  had  it  been  so.  they  have  had  no  assets 
left  them  for  the  paynjent  of  it.  Moreover,  the  realised  property  of  this 
-country,  being  estimated  at  eight  times  the  amount  of  the  debt,  the  owners 
or  mortgagers  have  no  valid  excuse  or  plea  to  offer  on  the  score  of  inability, 
'for  refusing  to  meet  the  claims  of  their  mortgagees. 

**  4.  The  gradual  resumption  by  the  State  (on  the  aclcnowledged  principles 
•of  equitable  compensation  to  existing  holders,  or  their  heirs)  of  its  imcient, 
undoubted,  inalienable  dominionion,  and  sole  proprictoiship  over  all  the  lands, 
mines,  turbaries,  fisheries,  &c.,  of  the  United  Kingdomiaud  our  Colonies; 
ihe  same  to  be  held  by  the  State,  as  trustees,  in  perpetuity,  for  the  entire 
jjcople,  ana  rented  out  to  them  in  such  quantities,  and  on  such  terms  as  the 
law  and  local  circumstances  shall  determine ; — because  the  land,  being  the 
-l^iift  of  the  Creator  to  ALL,  can  never  become  the  exclusive  property  of  in- 
dividuals— because  the  monopoly  of  the  land,  in  private  hands,  is  a  palpable 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  excluded  parties,  rendering  them,  more  or  less, 
the  slaves  of  landlords  and  capitalists,  and  tending  to  circumscribe,  or  annul, 
their  other  rights  and  liberties — because  a  monopoly  of  the  earth  by  a  portion 
of  mankind  is  no  more  justifiable  than  would  be  the  monopoly  of  air,  light, 
>keat,  or  water — and  because  the  rental  of  the  Laid  (which  justly  belongs  to 


tlie  whole  people)  would  form  a  national  fund  adequate  tq,  defray  all  charges 
of  tiie  public  service,  execute  all  needful  public  works,  and  educate  the  popu- 
lation, without  the  necessity  for  any  taxation. 

**  5.  That,  as  it  is  the  recognised  duty  of  the  State  to  support  all  those 
of  its  subjects  who,  from  incapacity  or  misfortune,  are  unable  to  procure  their 
own  subsisteuce ;  and  as  the  nationalisation  of  landed  property  would  open  up 
new  sources  of  occupation  for  the  now  surplus  industry  of  the  people,  (a  sur- 
plus which  is  daily  augmented  by  the  accumulation  of  machinery  in  the  hands 
of  the  capitalists),  the  same  principle  which  now  sanctions  a  public  provision 
for  the  destitute  poor,  should  be  extended  to  the  providing  a  sound  system  of 
Kational  Credit,  through  which  any  man  might  (under  certain  conditions) 
procure  an  advance  from  the  national  funds  arising  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
pid^lic  property,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  rent  arid  cultivate  land  on  his  own 
account  instead  of  being  subjected,  as  now,  to  the  injustice  and  tyranny  of 
wages-slavery  (through  which  capitalists  and  profitist?  are  enabled  to  defraud 
him  of  his  fair  recompense,)  or  being  induced  to  become  a  hired  slaughterer 
of  liis  fellow-creatures  at  the  bidding  of  godless  diplomatists ;  enabling  them 
to  foment  and  prosecute  international  wars,  and  trample  on  popular  rights, 
for  the  exclusive  advantage  of  aristocratic  and  '  vested  interests.'  The  same 
privih^ge  of  obtaining  a  share  of  the  national  credit  to  be  applicable  to  the 
requirements  of  individuals,  companies,  and  communities  in  all  other  branches 
of  useful  industry  as  well  as  in  agriculture, 

"  6.  That  the  National  Currency  should  be  based  on  real,  consuraeable 
wealth,  or  on  the  bona  fide  credit  of  the  State,  and  not  upon  the  variable 
and  uncertain  amount  of  scarce  metals ;  because  a  currency  depending  on 
such  a  basis,  however  suitable  in  past  times,  or  as  a  measure  of  value  in 
present  international  commerce,  has  now  become,  by  the  increase  and  popu- 
lation and  wealth,  wholly  inadequate  to  perform  the  functions  of  equitably 
representing  and  distributing  that  wealth  ;  thereby  rendering  all  commodities 
liable  to  perpetual  fluctuation  in  price,  as  those  metals  happen  to  be  more  or 
less  plentiful  in  any  country ;  increasing  to  an  enormous  extent  the  evils  inherent 
in  usury,  and  in  the  banking  and  funding  systems  (in  support  of  which  a 
legitimate  function  of  the  law — the  protection  of  property — is  distorted 
into  an  instrument  for  the  creation  of  property  to  a  large  amount  for  the 
benefit  of  a  small  portion  of  society,  belonging  to  what  are  called  vested 
interests) ;  ..^because,  from  its  liability  to  become  locally  or  nationally  scarce, 
or  in  excess,  that  equilibrium  which  should  be  maintained  between  the  pro- 
duction and  consumption  of  wealth  is  destroyed ;  because,  being  of  intrinsic 
value  in  itself,  it  fosters  a  vicious  trade  in  money,  and  a  ruinous  practice  of 
commercial  gambling  and  speculation  ;  and,  finally,  because,  under  the  present 
system  of  society,  it  has  become  confessedly  the  *  root  of  all  evil,'  and  the 
main  support  of  that  unholy  w^orship  of  Mammon  which  now  so  extensively 
prevails,  to  the  .supplanting  of  all  true  religion — natural  and  revealed. 


*'  7.  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  properly  or  service,  and 
the  mutual  interchange  of  wealth  among  the  people  ;  to  equalise  the  demand 
and  supply  of  commodities  ;  to  encourage  consumption  as  well  as  production, 
and  to  render  it  as  easy  to  sell  as  to  buy,  it  is  an  important  duty  of  the  State 
to  institute  in  every  town  and  city,  public  marts  or  stores,  for  the  reception 
of  all  kinds  of  exchangeable  goods,  to  be  valued  by  disinterested  officers 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  either  upon  a  corn  or  a  labour  standard  :  the  de- 
positors to  receive  symbolic  notes  representing  the  value  of  their  deposits ; 
sMch  notes  to  be  made  legal  currency  throughout  the  country,  enabling  their 
owners  to  draw  from  the  public  stores  to  an  equivalent  amount,  thereby 
gradually  displacing  the  present  reckless  system  of  competitive  trading  and 
shopkeepin^ — a  system  which,  however  necessary  or  unavoidable  in  the  past, 
now  produces  a  monstrous  amount  of  evil,  by  maintaining  a  large  class  living 
on  the  profits  made  by  the  mere  sale  of  goods,  on  the  demoralising  principle 
of  buying  cheap  and  selling  dear,  totally  regardless  of  the  ulterior  effects  of 
that  policy  upon  society  at  large,  and  the  true  interests  of  humanity. 

"  It  is  not  assumed  that  the  foregoing  Propositions  comprise  all  the  reforms 
needed  in  society.  Doubtless,  there  are  many  other  reforms  required  besides 
those  alluded  to ;  doubtless,  we  want  a  sound  system  of  national  education 
/or  youth,  made  compulsory  upon  all  parents  and  guardians ;  doubtless,  we 
«quire  a  far  less  expensive  system  of  military  and  naval  defence  than  now 
obtained ;  doubtless,  we  require  the  expropriation  of  railways,  canals,  bridges, 
docks,  gas-works,  water-works,  &c. ;  and,  doubtless,  we  require  a  juster  and 
more  humane  code  of  civil  and  penal  law  than  we  now  possess.  But  these 
and  all  other  needful  reforms  will  be  easy  of  accomplishment  when  those  com- 
prised in  the  foregoing  propositions  shall  have  been  effected.  Without  these, 
indeed,  justice  cannot  be  done  to  humanity;  society  cannot  be  placed  in  the 
true  path  of  improvement,  never  again  to  be  turned  aside  or  thrown  back ; 
nor  can  those  natural  checks  and  counter-checks  be  instituted  without  which 
the  conflicting  passions  and  propensities  of  man  fail  to  produce  a  harmonic 
whole ;  but  with  which,  as  in  the  material  world,  all  things  are  made  to 
work  together  for  good,  reconciling  man  to  his  position  in  the  universe,  and 
exalting  his  hopes  of  future  destiny. " 


These  Propositions,  embracing  the  plan  of  a  complete  Reformation  of  Society, 
through  a  few  simple  Acts  of  Parliament,  have  been  adopted  by  large  bodies  of  the 
people,  as  being  at  once  calculated  to  save  Society  from  violent  revolutionary  changes, 
and  to  establish  the  rights,  liberties,  and  prosperity  of  the  masses  upon  an  imperish- 
able basis.  At  the  earnest  desire  of  thousands  who  have  adopted  them,  the  National 
Reform  League  has  had  them  stereotyped  for  extensive  distribution  among  the 
working  classes  ;  and  requests  all  friends  of  the  people  to  aid  in  their  circulation. — 
Copies  may  be  had  at  the  Office  of  the  League,  18a,  Denmark  Street,  Soho. 

Price— Twopence  per  Dozen,  or  One  Shilling  per  Hundred* 


